Village of Black River
Board of Trustees
Regular Meeting
December 2, 2024

Mayor Leonard called the regular meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance at 6:00 p.m.

Present: Excused:

Mayor David Leonard Police Chief Steven Wood
Trustee Corey Decillis

Trustee Bonnie Proven.

Trustee David Daily

Trustee Randy Lake

Superintendent Eric Nier

Clerk-Treasurer Abigail Simpson

Code Enforcement Officer Terry Ault

Mayor Leonard read the annual agenda.

A motion was made by Trustee Decillis, seconded by Trustee Daily to adopt the annual agenda.
The motion was carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Trustee Proven, seconded by Trustee Lake to approve minutes of the
11/4/24 regular meeting, and the 11/18/2024 & 11/26/2024 special meetings. The motion was

carried unanimously.

Public Comment:

Resident Carl Culbertson approached the Board asking if they represent the people of the village
or themselves. He also asked how many employees have left the village recently.

Resident Cathy Gaines approached the Board asking if there was an issue within the village with
water licenses. The Board advised there is no issue, they stated that we need 2 water operators at
all times and we have that. Leslie Williams has come back part time to assist with water
operation needs. Resident Gaines also acknowledged the Department of Public Works for the
great job they did with storm cleanup and keeping the roads clear during this last storm.

Resident James O’Brien approached the Board regarding why people are leaving the village. He
asked if it was the Board or the Mayor.

Resident Lee Carpenter approached the Board to follow up on the cost to have the ‘golf carts
allowed within the village’ proposed law drafted up. The cost is $375 for the attorney fee. The
Board agreed to proceed with having the law drafted. Resident Carpenter also acknowledged the
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Department of Public Works for the great work keeping roads and sidewalks clear during the
storm,

Police Department Report; Police Chief Wood’s report stated that Officer Rupert and himself
worked a total of 97 hours last month. He also stated that he has been in service training with the
Watertown Police Department, had 8 hours of DWI patrol and the radars were taken for the bi-
annual certification.

Code Enforcement Report: Code Enforcement Officer Ault stated that he had issued one stop
work letter and had four follow ups on fire inspections.

Superintendent’s Report: Superintendent Nier stated that the Department of Public Works had
been plowing and doing storm cleanup this past weekend from the storm we received. The Board
discussed purchasing or building sleeping quarters for them to rest in at the garage.

Correspondence Received:

The Board read and reviewed an email from Bower’s and Company regarding an audit we would
like completed. |

A motion was made by Trustee Lake, seconded by Trustee Decillis to accept the audit quote and
proceed with having the audit completed. The motion was carried unanimously.

The Board read and reviewed a new membership request from the Black River Fire Department.

A motion was made by Mayor Leonard, seconded by Trustee Decillis to accept the new member,
Elisabet Orizaba, into the Black River Fire Department. The motion was carried unanimously.

The Board discussed the resignation of Joseph Paige from Department of Public Works. His last
day will be December 6%, 2024.

New Buisiness:

Trustee Daily brought forth a comparison chart for competitive employee health insurance. He
has been working with Payne’s Insurance Company to see if there is a coverage available that
mirrors our current coverage for a better price. After further discussion, the Board decided to stay
where we are with health benefits currently.
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Resolved, that the following abstracts of audited voucher be approved: regular monthly abstract
dated 11/20/24 in the amount of $90,527.28 (General Fund: $90,104.56 Water Fund: $422.72).

The motion was put to a vote as follows:

Mayor Leonard Yes
Trustee Lake Yes
Trustee Proven Yes
Trustee Daily Yes
Trustee Decillis Yes

The motion was carried and the resolution duly adopted.

A motion was made by Trustee Decillis, seconded by Mayor Leonard to adjourn the meeting.
The motion was carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Abigail Simpson
Clerk-Treasurer



