Village of Black River
Planning Board Meeting
Regular Meeting
January 14, 2025

Chairman Stafford called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M.

Present: Excused:

Board Member Benson Board Member Hoering
Board Member Morgia Board Member Kowalick
Board Member Shepard Board Member Hayes
Chairman Stafford

A motion was made by Board Member Benson, seconded by Board Member Morgia to approve
the minutes of the 12/10/2024 regular meeting. The motion was carried unanimously.

Correspondence and Communications: NONE

Zoning Board of Appeals Report: NONE

Code Enforcement Report: NONE

Public Comments: NONE

New Business: NONE

Old Business: Sam Wilson from Jefferson County was present to help the Board set up new local laws
on Battery Storage. They discussed having a three-tier system in place. The first tier being for residential
home use, the second tier being for local small businesses and the third tier being for businesses who
want to produce solar and sell it back to the grid. The tiers would differentiate by kilowatts produced.
The Board discussed a special permit being required for anything over 600 kilowatts. It will cost a
resident roughly one-thousand dollars per kilowatt. The Board looked over two other municipalities local
law on battery storage, Carthage and Horseheads. Chairman Stafford stated he thought we should follow
Carthage. Board Member Benson stated that Horseheads broke down specifics. Board Member Shepard
asked Mr Wilson if he could draft a local law combining the two and breaking down the three tiers. Mr
Wilson agreed to write the draft and recommended site plan review for every tier. He will get and email
to Clerk-Treasurer Simpson a week prior to the next meeting with the drafts to be reviewed. Mr Wilson
would like to be added to the February agenda.

A motion was made by Board Member Shepard, seconded by Board Member Benson to adopt the plan
as discussed, a three-tier system. The motion was carried unanimously.

Village Board comments: NONE




Board comments: The Board briefly discussed the Azah project and how they feel about the idea
of a gazebo being placed on the back lot. Chairman Stafford states he could see problems in the
future, the remaining Board Members are leaning towards allowing the gazebo.

A motion was made by Board Member Shepard, seconded by Board Member Morgia to adjourn
the meeting. The motion was carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Abigail Simpson
Clerk-Treasurer



