Board of Trustees

Village of Black River

Agenda
Regular Meeting
August 4, 2025

-Call to order

-Pledge of Allegiance

-Approval of the 7/7/2025 regular meeting
-Open Public Hearing for Local Law #4
-Public Comment

-Police Department Report

-Code Enforcement Report
-Superintendent’s Report

-Summer Recreation Report (Kelly & Fran)
-Close Public Hearing for Local Law #4

Correspondence Received:

A} Jefferson County Stormwater Coalition Re: Agreement for Services

Correspondence Sent:

A) NONE

Unfinished Business:

A) Village Insurance (Auto, Property, Crime & etc.)
B) Employee Insurance (Medical, Dental & Vision)
C) Employee Personnel Policy

New Business:
A) Fee Schedule Re: Site Plan Application Fee

-Reports from Standing Committees
-Reports from Special Meetings
-Comments from Board Members
-Authorize payment of bills; adjournment



Village of Black River
Board of Trustees

Regular Meeting
Tuly 7, 2025

Mayor Leonard called the regular meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance at 6:00 p.m.

Present: Excused:

Mayor David Leonard Trustee David Daily
Trustee Bonnie Proven

Trustee Corey Decillis

Trustee Randy Lake

Superintendent Eric Nier

Clerk-Treasurer Abigail Simpson

Code Enforcement Officer Terry Ault

A motion was made by Trustee Decillis, seconded by Mayor Leonard to approve the minutes of
the 6/2/25 regular meeting. The motion was carried unanimously.

Public Comment:

Town of LeRay Supervisor, Lee Carpenter, briefly discussed the towns upcoming budget. He
asked that the Village send a letter to the Town of LeRay before September 1st asking for an
increase in the summer recreation budget with more detail as to why they would like the
increase.

Resident, Lee Carpenter, mentioned that the DPW crew was doing a great job with storm clean-
up and that the new memorial flags around the village look great. He asked the Board if there
was any thought of the village having one made in honor of Don Doney and Karl Vebber.
Resident Carpenter also asked about the speed sign trailer and where it was. The DPW will get it
charged and out as soon as possible.

Resident, Carrie Bernhard, asked the Board if they would consider permanently lowering the
speed limit on outer Maple Street near the Maple Street Recreation Park to 20MPH in concern of
children’s safety, especially with the summer recreation program back.

Resident, Eric Armstrong, mentioned the amount of grass growing on the baselines on the
baseball fields and asked if the village could spray anything to prevent it.

The Board responded that unfortunately the village does not have anyone that is certified to use
weed killer or anything similar to that and with it being a municipal park, you are unable to just
go over there and spray. They also stated that they did recently discuss redoing/fixing one field a
year with the help of the DPW, starting with the Burns Field.



Resident, Eric Armstrong, was also present to discuss the recent water bills that went out July
Ist. He and a few others stated that their bill showed a very large consumption for the last three
months.

The Board responded that they are aware of an issue and are currently working to rectify it.
They stated that if a resident sees an error with their bill, do not pay it and call the village office
for further assistance.

Residents attending raised concerns about late fees being applied if they do not pay them before
corrections are made,

The Board stated that accounts with an error on their bill will not be charged a late fee if their
payment is received after the due date.

Resident, Rachael Putnam, asked the Board if they can get residents access to the app on
smartphones for the smart meters. This app allows residents to track their own usage and set up
alerts on their end among many other things.

The Board stated that they are willing to allow access to the smart meter app, They will contact
Master Meter to look into more details and pricing for the app being referred to.

Police Department Report: Police Chief Wood was not present but provided a monthly report to
the Board. That report stated that Officer Rupert and himself worked a total of 76.5 hours last
month. He also participated in the Jefferson County Dairy Parade and he completed Annual
Range and Threat Management Training.

Code Enforcement Report: Code Enforcement Officer Ault stated that he had issued 7 permits
and wrote 6 lawn violations.

Superintendent’s Report: Superintendent Nier stated that the DPW is working on brush clean-up
trom the previous storm we had and he is working with the clerk-treasurer on correcting the
water billing issue.

Correspondence Received.
The Board reviewed local law and agreed on a public hearing, August 4™ at 6:05PM, for
proposed Local Law #4 pertaining to the Regulation of Battery Energy Storage Systems.

The Board received and reviewed two letters of interest for the Planning Board vacancy. They
would like to have a joint meeting with the Planning Board to further discuss these letters and get
their thoughts.



The Board received and reviewed a request for a ‘letter of support’ from the Tug Hill
Commission for a MS4 grant.

A motion was made by Trustee Lake, seconded by Trustee to move forward and send a letter of
support for the Tug Hill Commission in regards to a MS4 grant. The motion was carried
unanimously.

The Board received and reviewed a new membership request for the Black River Fire
Department for Michael F Harari.

A motion was made by Mayor Leonard, seconded by Trustee Decillis to accept the new
membership request for Michael F Harari into the Black River Fire Department. The motion was
carried unanimously.

New Business:

Matt Johnson and Maria Covey from the Tug Hill Commission and Paul Shepard from the
Village Planning Board were present to discuss Comprehensive Plans. The planning Board
previously met with the Tug Hill Commission around what comprehensive plans are and why
communities do them, how long they take to compile and who does the plan itself and they
wanted to bring that information to the Village Board. A comprehensive plan is a “business plan”
for the village and its future that could help with things such as getting grants. The Village has
the option to hire a consultant to assist with this plan with a large cost involved or they have the
option to use the Tug Hill Commission for free by sending them a letter requesting their services.
It was recommended that a 9-person committee be created consisting of the Planning Board and
two Village Board members, this committee would meet once a month.

A motion was made by Mayor Leonard, seconded by Trustee Decillis to move forward with the
process of establishing a Comprehensive Plan for the village through the Tug Hill Commission.
The motion was carried unanimously.

Comments from Board Members:

Mayor Leonard stated that Watertown Savings Bank reached out to him in regards to the
Community Bank closing in the village. They are interested in doing a meet and greet one night
to talk about options and helping residents make the transfer from Community Bank to
Watertown savings Bank.

Mayor Leonard briefly mentioned a conversation had with Police Chief Wood around the patrol
vehicle. The 2017 explorer recently went to Caskinette’s Ford for $3000 worth of work needed to
keep it on the road. The Board mentioned looking into a loan to purchase a new patrol vehicle as
soon as possible. Mayor Leonard stated that Police Chief Wood has been communicating with a .
company out of Pennsylvania that sells suited up patrol vehicles. The Board will talk more in
depth around this at the next meeting with Police Chief Wood present.



A motion was made by Mayor Leonard, seconded by Trustee Decillis to authorize the payment of
bills on regular monthly abstract dated 6/23/25 in the amount of $182,161.87. (General fund:
$170302.37 Water Fund: $10415.12 Sewer Fund: $1444.38). The motion was carried
unanimously.

A motion was made by Trustee Decillis, seconded by Mayor Leonard to adjourn the meeting at
7:42 p.m. The motion was carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Abigail Simpson
Clerk-Treasurer



