Board of Trustees

Village of Black River

Agenda
Regular Meeting
July 7, 2025
~-Call to order
-Pledge of Allegiance
-Approval of the 6/2/2025 regular meeting
-Public Comment
-Police Department Report
-Code Enforcement Report
-Superintendent’s Report
Correspondence Received:
A) Case & Leader Re: Local Law #4
B) George Sheehan Re: Interest Letter for Planning Board
C) William Lamb Re: Interest Letter for Planning Board
D} Tug Hill Commission Re: Request for Letter of Support for MS4 Grant
E) Black River Fire Department Re: New Membership Request
Correspondence Sent:
A) NONE
Unfinished Business:
A) NONE
New Business:
A) Tug Hill Commission Re: Comprehensive Plan Options

-Reports from Standing Committees
-Reporis from Special Meetings
-Comments from Board Members
-Authorize payment of bills; adjournment



Village of Black River
Board of Trustees
Regular Meeting

June 2, 2025

Mayor Leonard called the regular meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance at 6:00 p.m.

Present: Excused:

Mayor David Leonard Trustee Randy Lake
Trustee Bonnie Proven

Trustee David Daily

Trustee Corey Decillis
Superintendent Eric Nier
Clerk-Treasurer Abigail Simpson
Police Chief Steve Wood

Code Enforcement Officer Terry Ault

A motion was made by Trustee Daily, seconded by Mayvor Leonard to approve the minutes of the
5/5/25 regular meeting and the 5/28/25 special meeting. The motion was carried unanimously.

Public Comment:

Resident Lee Carpenter was present and stated that he thought the presentation regarding the
water project went great. He had questions around the proposed increase of $8 per EDU; is that
for all users? Yes. Did the Board compare water rates with local villages? Yes. How will we
charge for outside users? The fowns will pay per EDU like inside users.

Resident Lee Carpenter asked the Board if the Memorial Day parade is a Village event or a
Legion event, he stated that the parade was embarrassing and only lasted a half an hour.

Police Chief Wood stated “Do not take it out on the Village, it is a Legion event”.

There was a brief discussion about the Black River Improvement Committee (BRIC) taking
control of this parade in the future. It was also mentioned that a later start time and better
communication/advertisement for the parade may help with the turnout and involvement.
LeRay Town Supervisor Carpenter asked about their water contract and asked to have a meeting
with the Village to discuss proposed water rates. When do new rates go into effect for the
Towns? Fffective January 1, 2025.

Mayor Leonard will set up a time and date to meet.

Resident Carrie Bernard was present and gave an update on the Hometown Hero Flags. She
stated that there are six flags complete and hung on the bridge. There is a new order of twenty-



six flags ready to be processed and five that need to be finalized. The processing time is four to
six weeks but she hopes they are in and hung by July 4. There is going to be a meet and greet at
the Legion in the backroom for families to come in and see their flags in person and get pictures
before they are hung. Flags will be hung from Memorial Day to Veterans Day every year and
stored safely within the village when they are down.

Trustee Decillis mentioned that Morristown hangs flags for their seniors and that it would be neat
if Black River could find out what seniors are in the village and did something similar.

Mayor Leonard brought up the closure of our Community Bank and a conversation he had with
one of the Directors, Robert L. He stated the reason behind closing this location is the lack of
foot traffic; with digital banking being such a highly utilized platform the demand to physically
go into a branch is not there. Mayor Leonard mentioned the idea of having a drive-thru only
location or at least doing a 6-month trial period for one. Community Bank Director stated that he
will take that to the Board for consideration. '

Police Department Report: Police Chief Wood stated that Officer Rupert and himself worked a
total 70 hours last month. He continued Inservice Training with the Watertown Police
Department, did 9 hours of DWI patrol and had the radars recertified. Police Chief Wood stated
that there have been residents complaining on the Facebook page about our police force not
being present. They are a part time police department that work an average of 114 hours per
month.

Resident Bill Lamb raised concern around the electric bikes and electric scooters that have been
going through the village.

Police Chief Wood stated that they must obey all laws but there are no laws effective for electric
bikes and electric scooters until July, 1% 2025. Anyone operating an electric bike or an electric
scooter must be 16 years old or older. When someone is stopped by police on an electric bike or
electric scooter, it is considered a vehicle stop. Police are unable to ticket minors but may ticket
the parent is they are visible.

Code Enforcement Report: Code Enforcement Officer Ault stated that he had issued 8 permits,
received 2 complaints, wrote 1 violation and sent 2 property maintenance letters.

Superintendent’s Report: Superintendent Nier stated that MEQ Cullen passed his Grade D water
course and Laborer Covey passed his CDL course. He also stated that he is waiting on a quote to
pave LeRay Street this year and that the village is on the list to strip roads. Superintendent Nier
stated that there is a tree on East Remington Street that needs to be taken down and it will cost
$2000 for B&R to come in and remove it.




Correspondence Received:

The Board received and reviewed a response from New Leaf Energy in regards to the proposed
Honey Ridge Solar Project. It was discussed that one thing that may stop this from moving
forward is our local law prohibiting tier 4 systems. The Board would like to look at other towns
that have previously fought them and possibly hire an attorney specialized in the solar industry.
They also discussed setting up a meeting with New Leaf Energy for them to answer questions
from the Village.

The Board reviewed the tentative bond resolution for the Water System Improvements Project.
Trustee Decillis offered the following resolution and moved its adoption:

BOND RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE OF BLACK RIVER, NEW YORK, ADOPTED JUNE
2, 2025, AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS IN A PRINCIPAL AMOUNT NOT TO
EXCEED 89,800,000 TO FINANCE THE CONSTRUCTION OF VARIOUS WATER SYSTEM
IMPROVEMENTS, STATING THE ESTIMATED MAXIMUM COST THEREQF 1S $9,800,000
AND APPROPRIATING SAID AMOUNT FOR SUCH PURPOSE

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF BLACK RIVER, IN THE, COUNTY OF
JEFFERSON, NEW YORK, HEREBY RESOLVES (by the favorable vote of not less than two-
thirds of all the members of said Board of Trustees) AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The Village of Black River, in the County of Jefferson, New York (herein called
the “Village™), is hereby authorized to issue bonds in a principal amount not to exceed
$9,800,000 pursuant to the Local Finance Law, constituting Chapter 33-a of the Consolidated
Laws of the State of New York (herein called the “Law”), to finance the construction of various
water system improvements, consisting of new water source development, instaliation of a bi-
divectional meter vault to monitor the currently unmetered section of main along Route 3,
SCADA system upgrades, replacement of electrical components at the Route 3 Water Treaiment
Plant, and improvements to the Village s distribution system, all as further described in the
report prepared by Barton & Loguidice, D.P.C., dated May 2025,

Section 2. The estimated maximum cost of the project described herein, including
preliminary costs and costs incidental thereto and the financing thereof, is $9,800,000 and said
amount is hereby appropriated for such purpose. The plan of financing includes the issuance of
bonds in a principal amount not to exceed 89,800,000 to finance said appropriation, and the levy
and collection of taxes on all the taxable real property in the Village to pay the principal of said
bonds and the interest thereon as the same shall become due and payable. Any funds received
from grants and/or other sources are hereby authorized to be applied toward the cost of said
project or redemption of the Village s bonds or notes issued therefor, or to be budgeted as an
offset to the taxes to be collected for the payment of the principal of and interest on said bonds or
notes. All or part of the cost of the project may be financed through the State of New York
Environmental Facilities Corporation pursuant to the Water Infrastructure Improvement Act
(WIIA), or any other source of funding. The mayor or his/her designee is hereby authorized to
submit any necessary applications on behalf of the Village and/or perform any and all acts



necessary or requived to arrange for financing of the project through bonds, notes, loans, grants
or any other sources.

Section 3. The following additional matiers are hereby determined and declared:

()} The period of probable usefulness applicable to the object or purpose for which said
bonds are authorized, pursuant to Section 11.00 a. 1of the Law, is forty (40) years; however, the
bonds authorized pursuant to this resolution and any bond anticipation notes issued in
anticipation of the sale of said bonds, shall mature no later than five (5) vears afier the date of
original issuance of said bonds or notes,

(b} The proceeds of the bonds herein authorized, and any bond anticipation notes issued
in anticipation of said bonds, may be applied to reimburse the Village for expenditures made
after the effective date of this resolution for the purpose for which said bonds are authorized.
The foregoing statement of intent with respect to reimbursement is made in conformity with
Treasury Regulation Section 1.150-2 of the United States Treasury Department.

(c} The proposed maturity of the bonds authorized by this resolution will not exceed five
(5) years.

Section 4. Each of the bonds authorized by this resolution, and any bond anticipation
notes issued in anticipation of the sale of said bonds, shall contain the recital of validity as
preseribed by Section 52.00 of the Law and said bonds, and any notes issued in anticipation of
said bonds, shall be general obligations of the Village, payable as to both principal and interest
by general tax upon all the taxable real property within the Village. The faith and credit of the
Village are hereby irvevocably pledged to the punctual payment of the principal of and interest
on said bonds, and any notes issued in anticipation of the sale of said bonds, and provision shall
be made annually in the budget of the Village by appropriation for (a) the amortization and
redemption of the bonds and any notes in anticipation thereof to mature in such year and (b) the
payment of interest to be due and payable in such year.

Section 5. Subject to the provisions of this resolution and of the Law and pursuant to the
provisions of Section 21.00 of the Law relative to the authorization of bonds with substantially
level or declining annual debt service, Section 30.00 relative to the authorization of the issuance
of bond anticipation notes and Section 50.00 and Sections 56.00 to 60.00 and 168.00 of the Law,
the powers and duties of the Board of Trustees relative to authorizing bond anticipation notes
and prescribing the terms, form and contents and as to the sale and issuance of the bonds herein
authorized, and of any bond anticipation notes issued in anticipation of said bonds, and the
renewals of said bond anticipation notes, and as to the execution of agreements for credit
enhancements are hereby delegated to the Villuge Treasurer, the chief fiscal officer of the Village.

Section 6. The validity of the bonds authorized by this resolution, and of any notes issued
in anticipation of the sale of said bonds, may be contested only if:

(a) such obligations are authorized for an object or purpose for which the Village is
not authorized to expend money, or

(b) the provisions of law which should be complied with at the date of the publication
of such resolution, or a summary thereof, are not substantially complied with,
and an action, suit or proceeding contesting such validity is commenced within twenty days after
the date of such publication, or

(c) such obligations are authorized in violation of the provisions of the constitution.



Section 7. This bond resolution shall take effect immediately, and the Village Clerk is
hereby authorized and directed to publish the foregoing resolution, in summary, together with a
Notice attached in substantially the form prescribed by Section 81,00 of the Law in a newspaper
having a general circulation within said Village and hereby designated the official newspaper of
said Village for such publication.

The adoption of the foregoing resolution was seconded by Mayor Leonard and duly put to a vote
on roll call, which resulted as follows:

AYES: 4
NOES: 0

The resolution was declared adopted.

The Board received and reviewed a letter from the Department of Health in regards to the
Villages water source capacity. This is a problem that is being addressed with the proposed water
system improvement project.

The Board received and reviewed an Easement Agreement from National Grid.

A motion was made by Trustee Decillis, seconded by Trustee Daily to sign the Easement
Agreement with National Grid. The motion was carried unantmously.

The Board received and reviewed the proposed draft for a new local law on Battery Encrgy
Storage Systems from the Village Planning Board and Sam Wilson from Jefferson County.

A motion was made by Mayor Leonard, seconded by Trustee Daily to accept the proposed draft
and move forward with getting the law drafted by the attorney.

New Business:

A motion was made by Mayor Leonard, seconded by Trustee Decillis to enter into executive session to
discuss the medical, financial, credit, or employment history of a particular person or corporation, or
matters leading to the appointment, employment, promotion, demotion, discipline, suspension, dismissal,
or removal or a particular person or corporatior. The motion was carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Trustee Decillis, seconded by Mayor Leonard to exit out of executive session to
discuss the medical, financial, credit, or employment history of a particular person or corporation, or
matters leading to the appointment, employment, promotion, demotion, discipline, suspension, dismissal,
or removal or a particular person or corporation. The motion was carried unanimously.

Comments from Board Members:

Trustee Daily mentioned that the baseball season is coming to an end and the closing ceremony
will be held at the Maple Street Park on June 21% at 9AM. He stated that the bascball program
does well financially with great sponsors and is very self-sufficient. They have roughly $1100
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into clay for the fields and would like to put more time and work into them in the future, It was
mentioned that an “All Star” game would be fun to start up again, have Carthage come play
Black River under the lights.

A motion was made by Trustee Decillis, seconded by Trustee Daily to authorize the payment of
bills on regular monthly abstract dated 6/2/25 in the amount of $122,175.42. (General fund:
$21,859.87 Water Fund: $794.01 Sewer Fund: $99,521.54). The motion was carried
unanimously.

A motion was made by Trustee Decillis, seconded by Mayor Leonard to adjourn the meeting at
7:32 p.m. The motion was carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Abigail Simpson
Clerle-Treasurer



