Board of Trustees

Village of Black River, New York

Agenda
Regular Meeting
February 3, 2025

e Call to Order

s Pledge of Allegiance

» Approve minutes of the 1/6/2025 regular meeting
e Public Comment

e Police Department Report

e Code Enforcement Report

s Superintendent’s Report

Correspondence Received:

A) Black River Fire Department Re: Meeting Request

B) Black River Fire Department Re: 2025 Elected Officials

C) Elizabeth Lewis Re: 169 W Remington Water/Sewer Bill

D) Case & Leader Re: Proposed Draft of Local Law #3 (golf carts)
E) Jefferson County Administrator’s Office Re: Request for Proposals

Correspondence Sent:

Unfinished Business:

A) Set Public Hearing Re: Local Law #1 & #2

New Business:

A} Budget Timeline
B) Set up emails for Trustees

-Reports from Standing Committees
-Reports from Special Meetings
-Comments from Board Members
-Authorize payment of bills; Adjournment



Village of Black River
Board of Trustees
Regular Meeting

January 6, 2025

Mayor Leonard called the regular meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance at 6:00 p.m.

Present: Excused:
Mayor David Leonard

Trustee Corey Decillis

Trustee Bonnie Proven.

Trustee David Daily

Trustee Randy Lake

Superintendent Eric Nier

Clerk-Treasurer Abigail Simpson

Police Chief Steve Wood

Code Enforcement Officer Terry Ault

A motion was made by Trustee Decillis, seconded by Trustee Daily to approve the minutes of the
12/02/2024 regular meeting. The motion was carried unanimously.

Public Comment:

Resident Lee Carpenter presented the Board with information regarding dog control on the Town
of LeRay side of the village only. Dog Control Officer, Lindsay Hess, covers the Town of Wilna
and the Town of LeRay and has a contract with the SPCA.. Clerk-Treasurer Simpson will add her
information to the village website once we receive the updated contact information.

Resident Lee Carpenter asked the Board to consider getting another speed sign on the next
budget that is coming up. Pricing for one was around $3000 when they were last looked into.

Resident Lee Carpenter asked the Board if there was any more information regarding golf carts
allowed on village streets. The Board is waiting on a draft of the proposed law from the village’s
aftorney.

A motion was made by Mayor Leonard, seconded by Trustee Daily to allow a one-year trial and
error on the local aw for golf carts once it is adopted. The motion was carried unanimously.

Police Department Report: Police Chief Wood presented a monthly report along with the annual
report for the 2024 year. Police Chief Wood and Officer Rupert worked a total of 109.5 hours in
the month of December with 8 hours of stop DWI patrol. They also participated in Shop with a

Cop and the Black River Christmas Parade. Police Chief Wood wanted to make the Board aware
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that there are 50 thousand miles on the patrol vehicle now and that there is a 10-year plan on that
vehicle which is up in two years,

Code Enforcement Report; Code Enforcement Officer Ault stated that he had issued 1 demo
permit and 3 sidewalk complaints this past month.

Superintendent’s Report: Superintendent Nier stated that they removed the gutter from the office
and that it will need to be replaced in the spring. He also stated that the UV is below standard and
that the lead test came back under the minimum. The Department of Public Works changed the
oil in the trucks and looked over Christmas decorations to see what needed to be replaced.
Superintendent Nier stated that they are going to purchase lights to re-string the decorations
themselves on rainy days fo save on cost. He also mentioned that Trustee Lake and himself went
and looked at spring house number two to see how bad it was. They contacted the Department of
Health and DOH was unsure why the pump was taken offline. It was also mentioned that Matt
Barbalich has a spring on his property, Trustee Lake and Resident Lee Carpenter are going to
meet with him to discuss possible well house options on his property.

Correspondence Received:

New Leaf Energy representative, Jerry Leone, contacted Mayor Leonard regarding the Honey
Ridge Solar Project on the western side of the village that does not require battery storage. He
attended this board meeting in person to discuss this in more depth with the Board as it has been
2-2.5 years since this was last visited. New Leal Energy has found another route that allows them
to connect to an existing circuit with National Grid underground, they want the Board to be
aware that there could be people digging. Representative Leone stated that they would like to do
a public open house around prior projects within the next 60 days. They would be looking to do
two events in one day in early March with the possibility of a virtual option.

Barton & Loguidice Representative, Matt Cooper, reached out regarding the Engineering
Amendment #2 and asked if the Board had approved it. The Board discussed a couple of
Trustees meeting with Logan Eddy from the Town of Rutland.

A motion was made by Trustee Decillis, seconded by Mayor Leonard to approve the Engineering
Amendment #2. The motion was carried unanimously.

Black River Fire Department Treasurer, Wayne Robbe, wrote the Board two letters regarding the
water bill for the fire department. One letter was pertaining to late fees that were acquired due to
nonpayment, Treasurer Robbe stated that they never received their bill via mail or email. Clerk-
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Treasurer Simpson stated that he came in and spoke with her regarding this as well and the
delivery method has been changed to mail only.

A motion was made by Mayor Leonard, seconded by Trustee Daily to waive late fees that were
acquired on the October billing cycle penalties. Trustee lake abstains. The motion was carried.

The second letter Treasurer Robbe sent in was requesting a budget increase with this next budget
and waiving of the fire departments quarterly water and sewer bill. The Board discussed
revisiting this during budget season.

A motion was made by Mayor Leonard, seconded by Trustee Daily to waive quarterly water and
sewer bills for the Black River Fire Department. Trustee lake abstains. The motion was carried.

Unfinished Business: Trustee Daily, Trustee Proven and Clerk-Treasurer Simpson discussed with
the Board how Deputy Clerk-Treasurer inierviews went. It was discussed that letters will be sent
to all individuals that were interviewed but not hired at this time thanking them for their time and
consideration with the Village of Black River.

A motion was made by Trustee Daily, seconded by Trustee Proven to appoint Josephine Powell
to the vacant position of Deputy Clerk-Treasurer for the Village of Black River at $19 per hour
until 1 year of employment then she will increase to $20 per hour. The motion was carried
unanimously.

Mayor Leonard mentioned that there will be a meeting on January 30™ at 6:15pm regarding the
Black River Improvement Committee (B.R.I.C).

A motion was made by Trustee Lake to reinstate the Black River Improvement Committee
holding the same structure it previously did with the current Village Mayor as Chairman of the
committee for the length of their term. The motion was carried unanimously.

New Business: Trustee Proven brought forth the idea of adding a ‘comments from the Board’
section to the agenda similar to what the Planning Board does. Clerk-Treasurer Simpson will get
that updated before the next village board meeting on February 3,

The Board discussed bringing back quarterly newsletters as another communication tool for the
village. Previously the news letters were typed up by the village clerk and hand delivered to
residents, but it was decided that we could bundle them in with the quarterly water/sewer bills
that get mailed.
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A motion was made by Mayor Leonard, seconded by Trustee Daily to look into starting quarterly
newsletters like the village has done in past years. The motion was catried unanimously.

Trustee Daily mentioned the insurance company deposited the money for the damaged baseball
signs per a conversation with Clerk-Treasurer Simpson. The Board agreed to have a check cut to
the baseball team for them to order the replacement signs.

A motion was made by Trustee Decillis, seconded by Trustee Daily to authorize the payment of
bills on interim monthly abstract dated 12/19/24 in the amount of $4192.99 (General fund:
$1946.43 Water Fund: $2246.56) and regular monthly abstract dated 1/1/25 in the amount of
$28220.58. (General fund: $27983.70 Water Fund: $236.88). The motion was carried
unanimously.

A motion was made by Mayor Leonard, seconded by Trustee Decillis to adjourn the meeting.
The motion was carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Abigail Simpson
Clerk-Treasurer



